A Day of Firsts

Setting

Date: December 27, 1942. ~1200 hours

Location: Dobudura airfield near Buna, New Guinea

History: The 11th Sentai was the first JAAF unit deployed to New
Guinea, arriving on December 18, 1942. 9 days later the unit
embarked on their first joint operation with INAF units, joining
Zeros to escort Aichi D3A dive bombers attacking the newly
established Allied airfield near Buna. The group had it’s first
encounter with two future foes: the P-38 Lightning and Richard
Bong.

Conditions: Max/Auto Visibility: 20/10 Sun: Edge 4

CAB: Surface Low

Clouds : Table Clouds: none Cloud Border: none

American Orders: Achieve more victory points than the opponent.
Score extra +2 VP for each Japanese dive bomber destroyed

Japanese Orders: Achieve more victory points than the opponent.

Score +2 VP for each Val that successfully exits a friendly table

edge.

Game Length: no limit

Scenario Rules

1. This scenario uses 8 TAL.

2. The Vals have just dropped their bombs. Treat them as
fighter aircraft in all regards (e.g. move group order, etc).

3. Japanese aircraft are not carrying radios. Japanese
players may only communicate by hand signals.

4. The Japanese Zeros and D3As are their dive bombing run.
Treat these as having performed a Steep Dive in the
previous turn.

Aftermath
During the attack, 12 American P-38s of the 39" FS attacked a
Japanese force of 12 dive bombers, 12 Zeros, and 31 Ki-43s.
American pilots in the attack reported 11 Japanese aircraft shot down
in the encounter, including two Oscars for Thomas Lynch making him
an ace and a Val and a Zero for Bong, the first of his 40 aircraft shot
down in WWII and the first bx a P-38 pilot of the 49" Fighter Group
(Bong was on loan to the 39™ FS from his own 9™ FS). Japanese
records however only indicate two Oscars, a Zero, and a couple of
Vals lost on the mission. The 11" Sentai and 39" Fighter Squadron
continued to engage one another throughout the New Guinea
campaign. Richard Bong returned to the 9" FSin February and went
on to become Americas highest scoring ace, recording all of his
victories in the P-38.
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Japanese Naval Air Force
Elements 582" Kokutai
1x ABM2 w/ Veteran (+2) aircrew
2x A6M2 w/ Skilled (+1) aircrew
Set up second ,in formation up to 5 hexes hexes from dive
bombers. TAL 4, Speed 3, facing South
3x D3A1 w/ Skilled (+1) aircrew
Set up first, in formation 1-2 hexes from Dobodura airfield. TAL
3, Speed 2, facing South.

Elements of 11 ™ Sentai

1x Ki-43-1 Hei w/ Ace (+3) aircrew

1x Ki-43-1 Hei w/ Veteran (+2) aircrew

4x Ki-43-1 Hei w/ Skilled (+1) aircrew
Set up second, in two 3-plane formations within 5 hexes of dive
bombers. TAL 6. Speed 3, facing South.

Variable Rules

1-3 Make sure you hit. Dive bombers start the game with
their bombs still onboard. They must execute a power dive
and release their bombs on turn 1.

4-6 Green Hell. Downgrade one skilled Japanese aircrew to

Green (+0) due to poor diet and malaria.

Top Cover . One shotai of three Ki-43 does not deploy on

the table to begin the game. This formation deploys on

turn 2 anywhere in board sectors C or D. TAL 8, Speed 4,

any facing. These aircraft are in a steep dive as special

rule 4 above.

A player designed scenario for Check Your Siy Brian Gantwell

United States Army Air Force
Elements of 39" Squadron, 35" Pursuit Group

Trapeze Red Flight
1x P-38G w/ Veteran (+1) aircrew (Lt Thomas J. Lynch)

1x P-38F w/ Skilled (+1) aircrew (2nd Lt Richard Bong )
(Treat Bong as a Veteran (+2) aircrew for move group
order and adjusting plotted maneuvers)
1x P-38G w/ Skilled (+1) aircrew (2nd Lt. Kenneth Sparks)
(Ken Sparks was extremely aggressive. Fire as
Veteran (+2) aircrew but treat as Green (+0) against
incoming fire on any turn in which Sparks fires)
1x P-38F w/ Skilled (+1) aircrew (2™ Lt. John Magnus)
Set up third, at least 3-10 hexes from any Japanese fighter.
TAL 7-8, any Speed, facing NW, N, or NE.

Variable Rules

1-3 Maintainence difficulties . Lack of spares and ground
crews unfamiliar with the new fighters have reduced
reliability. Reduce the Robustness of a random P-38 to 1.
4-6 Separated in the dive . The American flight has become
separated and must divide into two elements. One
element must deploy in board sector C and one in D. One
element must start at TAL 5 and one at TAL 6. The two
elements must be at least 10 hexes apart.
Bounce . The US aircraft have bounced the Japanese.
All Japanese aircraft must move in Move Group 1 on Turn
1 only.
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